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COMPETENCY BASED QUESTIONS 

 

     v. The tigers are referred to as ‘topaz denizens’ because…. 

     vi. The word ‘chivalric’ possibly means…… 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 

Q1. How do ‘denizens’ and ‘chivalric’ add to our understanding of the tiger’s attitudes? 

Ans. The word ‘denizens’ means that they are proud of their home, they feel safe there and 

have a feeling of belonging attached to it. 

The word ‘chivalric’ shows that they have a majestic and worthy position like knights. 

Q2. Why do you think Aunt Jennifer’s hands are ‘fluttering through her wool’ in the 

second stanza? Why is she finding the needle so hard to pull? 

Ans. Her hands are fluttering probably because she is scared of her husband who could come 

anytime and scold her for sitting idle and wasting her time doing embroidery. She finds the 

needle so hard to pull because her fingers are tired of working endlessly all through her life. 

Q3. What is suggested by the image ‘massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band’? 

Ans. ‘Massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band’ suggest symbolically, that the bindings and 

obligations of her marriage are so much that they have put a lot of burden and stress on her. 

Q4. Of what or of whom is Aunt Jennifer terrified with in the third stanza? 

Ans. She is terrified of her husband. 

Q5. What are the ‘ordeals’ Aunt Jennifer is surrounded by, why is it significant that the 

poet uses the word ‘ringed’? What are the meanings of the word ‘ringed’ in the poem? 

Ans. The ‘ordeals’ are 

• Obeying her husband’s orders. 

• Fear of men. 

• Giving in to his dominance and fulfilling his commands. 
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‘Ringed’ indicates entrapment. As the ring encircles the finger, similarly, her husband has 

encircled her in his clutches. Her body and soul are both trapped, struggling for freedom and 

fearlessness. 

Q6. Why do you think Aunt Jennifer created animals that are so different from her own 

character? What might the poet be suggesting, through this difference? 

Ans. 

• I think that aunt Jennifer’s intense desire for freedom and fearlessness came out through her 

creativity. 

• This is the time when she is with herself, and then, her innermost feelings are expressed, here 

her medium of expression is the embroidery. 

• Through this difference, it is shown that the lady is not what she is. Her circumstances have 

made her so but even she has a desire to live life with respect and pride. 

 

Interpret the symbols found in this poem. 

• ‘denizens of a world of green’ means inhabitants of the forest. 

• ‘massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band’ means the burden of marital obligations. 

• ‘Sits heavily upon Aunt’ means has laid a lot of stress on her. 

• ‘ringed with ordeals’ means to get entrapped in hardships and sufferings 

. 

Q7. Do you sympathize with Aunt Jennifer. What is the attitude of the speaker towards 

Aunt Jennifer? 

Ans. Yes, I sympathize with Aunt Jennifer. The speaker is also sympathetic towards her and 

hates dominating men. 

 

Extract Based Questions 

A. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“Aunt Jennifer’s finger fluttering through her wool 

Find even the ivory needle hard to pull. 

The massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band 

Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer’s hand.” (CBSE QB, 2021) 

  

1. How would you describe Aunt Jennifer based on the above extract? 

A) oppressed 

B) malnourished 

C) aging 

D) diseased 

Ans. A) oppressed 

 2. Uncle’s wedding band sits heavily on Aunt Jennifer’s hand because 

A) it is an expensive and heavy ring. 

B) She was married against her will. 

C) she feels burdened in her marriage. 

D) their relationship is lacking in love. 

Ans. C) she feels burdened in her marriage. 

3. Pick the option that displays the image which correctly corresponds to the type of 

task Aunt is engaged in. 
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A) Option (i) 

B) Option (ii) 

C) Option (iii) 

D) Option (iv) 

Ans. B) Option (ii) 

4. Which of the following is an example of an alliteration? 

A) finger fluttering through the wool 

B) upon Aunt Jennifer’s hand 

C) ivory needle hard to pull 

D) massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band 

Ans. A) finger fluttering through the wool 

  

B. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie 

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by. 

The tigers in the panel that she made 

Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid.” (CBSE QB, 2021) 

1. Aunt Jennifer’s plight is best explained by her hands, they hold both her freedom and 

the instrument of her imprisonment. 

Choose the option that best explains the above statement, as per the extract. 

A) Aunt Jennifer’s hands are terrified, but when she is dead, her tigers will roam free. 

B) Aunt Jennifer knits her desires, but is overpowered by the wedding ring she wears. 

C) Aunt Jennifer’s tigers are proud and unafraid, but she is mastered by ringed ordeals. 

D) Aunt Jennifer makes panels of tigers when she has time from her responsibilities. 

Ans. B) Aunt Jennifer knits her desires, but is overpowered by the wedding ring she wears.  

2. Which of the following CANNOT be inferred from the given extract? 

A) Aunt Jennifer’s tigers will keep her alive in everyone’s memory. 

B) Aunt Jennifer feels oppressed and constricted in her marriage. 

C) Even in death, Aunt Jennifer cannot escape patriarchal subjugation. 

D) Aunt Jennifer’s tigers prance as a lasting symbol of her desires 

Ans. A) Aunt Jennifer’s tigers will keep her alive in everyone’s memory.  

3. What makes the tigers “proud and unafraid”? 

A) They embody the grandeur and supremacy of animals in the wild. 

B) They symbolize authority and are ‘topaz denizens of green’. 

C) They represent Aunt’s repressed desires for freedom and power. 

D) They are a product of Aunt’s imagination and colonial experience. 

Ans. C) They represent Aunt’s repressed desires for freedom and power.  

4. Choose the option that DOES NOT reflect the movement implied by ‘prancing’. 

A) bounding 

B) frolicking 

C) strutting 
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D) shuffling 

Ans. D) shuffling 

  

C. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

Aunt Jennifer’s tigers prance across a screen, 

Bright topaz denizens of a world of green 

They do not fear the men beneath the tree, 

They pace in sleek chivalric certainty (Delhi 2010; Modified) 

  

1. How are Aunt Jennifer’s tigers described? 

Ans. Aunt Jennifer’s tigers have been described as golden yellow in color. They prance 

fearlessly across a screen in sleek chivalric certainty. 

2. Why are they described as denizens of a world of green? 

Ans. They have been called denizens of a world of green because they are the natives of 

dense green forests. 

3. Why are they not afraid of the men? 

Ans. They are not afraid of men because they are brave, strong, fearless and full of 

confidence. 

4. What are her tigers symbolic of? 

Ans. Her tigers are symbolic of Aunt Jennifer’s desire for freedom. They are also symbols of 

strength and self-confidence. 

  

D. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. 

“When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie. 

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by. 

The tigers in the panel that she made 

Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid.” (Delhi 2012,CBSE Sample Paper 2018) 

  

1. Who is the aunt mentioned here? 

Ans. The aunt mentioned here is Aunt Jennifer, the protagonist of Adrienne Rich’s poem 

‘Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers’. She is a woman going through unpleasant experiences in her 

married life. 

2. Why is she “ringed” with ordeals? 

Ans. She is ‘ringed’ with ordeals because marriage has brought with it a host of family 

responsibilities by which she is ‘ringed’ or surrounded. She feels so burdened by her marital 

constraints that they seem like an ordeal to her. 

3. What is the difference between her and the tigers? 

Ans. Aunt Jennifer is quite weak and submissive, whereas the tigers are strong, bold and 

powerful. She is bound by the constraints of her married life, while the tigers are free to move 

about in the green woods. 

4. Why has Aunt Jennifer created the tigers so different from her own character? 

Ans. The tigers created by Aunt Jennifer are an expression of her desire to free herself from 

the constraints of her married life. She wants to be bold and fearless like her tigers. 

  

SHORT ANSWER TYPE  QUESTIONS  

 

Q1. What is suggested by the phrase, ‘massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band? 

Ans: Her marriage is described by the wedding band. It is ‘massive’ on her hand because the 

weight of her marital responsibilities has made her feel subjugated and unable to express 

herself freely. 
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Q2. Why do you think Aunt Jennifer created animals that are so different from her own 

character? What might the poet be suggesting, through this difference? 

Ans:  Aunt Jennifer is designing tigers, which represent strength, fearlessness, and 

confidence. These are the characteristics that Aunt Jennifer lacks. Aunt Jennifer’s suppressed 

desires to become bold, fearless and free from oppression are represented by these tigers. The 

poet wishes to imply that these qualities are required for women to fight their oppressors. 

 

Q3. What will happen to Aunt Jennifer’s tigers when she is dead? 

Ans: Aunt Jennifer’s tigers will continue to prance around even after her death, as she created 

them on the tapestry. This means that art outlasts human life. It also demonstrates that her 

desire for freedom from male dominance will last forever, even after she dies. 

 

Q4. How are Aunt Jennifer’s tigers different from her? (All India 2014, CBSE Sample 

Paper 2019) 

Ans:  Aunt Jennifer designed the tigers on the tapestry. They do, however, stand in stark 

contrast to their creator. Aunt is weak, meek, and submissive, and she is afraid to express her 

feelings openly, whereas the tigers are strong, fearless, and confident. They are fearless 

creatures who fear no one, not even men. 

 

Q5. What are the difficulties that Aunt Jennifer faced in her life? (Delhi 2014) 

Ans:  Aunt Jennifer faced oppression at the hands of patriarchal society. Her husband had 

subjugated her, and the wedding band weighed heavily on her hand. Her hands fluttered even 

when she was carrying something as light as knitting needles and wool. 

 

Q6. How does Aunt Jennifer express her bitterness and anger against male dominance? 

(Compartment 2014) 

Ans:  Aunt Jennifer is too afraid to openly oppose the oppression of which she is a victim. 

She uses her art to express her resentment and rage at male dominance. On her tapestry, she 

depicts tigers, which are symbols of bravery, fearlessness, and strength. Her tigers are wild 

and free of any kind of enslavement. 

 

Q7. How do ‘denizens’ and ‘chivalric’ add to our understanding of the tigers’ attitudes? 

(All India 2012)  

Ans:  ‘Denizens’ refers to inhabitants of a specific location, while ‘Chivalric’ refers to honor, 

bravery, and fearlessness. The tigers successfully occupy their territory and are fiercely 

protective of it. They live on their own terms and have no fear because they consider 

themselves to be superior in their domain. 

 

Q8. Why do you think Aunt Jennifer’s hands are fluttering through her wool in the 

second stanza? Why is she finding the needle so hard to pull? OR 

How does the poet use the image of ‘fingers fluttering through the wool’ to highlight 

Aunt Jennifer’s victimisation? (CBSE Sample Paper 2020) 

Ans: Her fingers are fluttering, and she is having difficulty pulling the needle because she is 

weak and afraid. She is traumatized by her marital ordeals and a male-dominated society 

which has continuously oppressed her and her thoughts and ideas.  

 

Q9. Why did Aunt Jennifer choose to embroider tigers on the panel?(Delhi 2012, All 

India 2009) 
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Ans: Tigers represent power and bravery. Aunt Jennifer is under a lot of pressure. Her 

marital life has been a source of trauma for her. She has an inner desire to be free of 

oppression, which she expresses through her art. 

 

Q10. Of what or of whom is Aunt Jennifer terrified with in the third stanza? 

Ans:  Aunt Jennifer is terrified of her husband, who rules over her in their marriage. She is a 

victim of exploitation at the hands of male-dominated society, specifically her own husband. 

 

Q11. How can we say that marriage was a compromise for Aunt Jennifer? Support your 

response with two justifications. (CBSE Sample Paper 2022) 

Ans. Aunt Jennifer is said to be unable to escape her marriage, despite her needlework. 

Despite the constraints of her marriage, the image of her stitching tigers into her tapestry can 

be interpreted as a symbol of her attempts to assert her independence and individuality. This 

implies that Aunt Jennifer is trapped in a relationship she did not choose, and that her 

marriage is a trade-off in terms of her freedom and autonomy. .Also, the description of Aunt 

Jennifer’s husband as a “terrible” man who “weighs” upon her also supports the idea that her 

marriage is a compromise.  

 

Q12.Adrienne Rich chose to express her silent revolt through her poem, Aunt Jennifer’s 

Tigers, just as Aunt Jennifer did with her embroidery. Explain. (CBSE Sample Paper 

2021-22) 

Ans. Adrienne Rich’s poem criticises the traditional institution of marriage that was prevalent 

in her times, implying that it oppressed women. Similarly, Aunt Jennifer, who is a victim of 

an unhappy marriage due to a dominating husband, chooses to embroider fearless, free tigers 

to express her desire for freedom. Both use their creative outlets to express their 

dissatisfaction with societal expectations.  

 

Q13. ‘It is only when we are fearless that we begin to create.’ Does this statement hold 

true in the case of the poem, Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers? Support your stance with evidence 

from the text. (CBSE Sample Paper 2022) 

Ans. No, this statement does not apply to the poem. Even though Aunt Jennifer was afraid of 

her husband, as evidenced by her ‘fluttering hands,’ and burdened by her marriage to him, as 

evidenced by the weight of her wedding band, she channeled her fear into her art.Her fear did 

not prevent her from creating art. 
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